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IN THE TITLE 



PATENT 



Please amend the title to read "CONSOLIDATED BILL 
PAYMENT" 

IN THE CLAIMS 




Please cancel claims 8-20, 22-24, and 26-33. 
Please aitjfend claims 1-7, 21 and 25 as follows; 

1. (Amended) A method of [pa/ing] directing payment of 



bills [using a computer] , compris 
receiving, via a network, 



instructions to pay a plurality 
merchant on behalf of a 
consumers; and 



ing the steps of: 
[requests] a plurality of 
of bills of a [particular] 
plurality of [particular] 



[searching a database of deposit account numbers, each 



representing a respective deposit 



of a plurality of associated financial institutions by a 



account maintained at one 



plurality of consumers including 
particular consumers, to ident 
numbers of the deposit accounts o 
particular consumers;] 

[paying the plurality of 
plurality of particular by a singl 



each of the plurality of 
:.fy the deposit account 
each of the plurality of 

bills of each of the 
4 financial instrument] 



processing the received plurality of instructions at 



other than a node on an ATM/POS network to generate a 



directive to pay the plurality o 



plurality of consumers by a single 



bills on behalf of the 



consolidated payment, 



2. (Amended) The method of claim 1^_ wherein the directive 
to pay by the [step o^ frying the plurality of bills by a 
single financial instriipdui!' includes the step of directing 
payment of the plurality of bills] single consolidated 
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payment directs a payme 



deposit account [of] ass 




be made from funds in a first 



d with a service provider. 



3. (Amended) The method of c]|aim 2j_ further comprising 
the [step] steps of: 

identifying a plurality of deposit accounts associated 



with a respective one of the plurality of consumers; and 



[transferring] directing a 



deposit account of the service provider] from each of the 
identified plurality of deposit accounts [represented by 
each of the identified deposit account numbers] to a second 
deposit account associated with the service provider . 



transfer of funds [to the 



ended) The method of claim 2j_ wherein [the step of 
paying ui^e plurality of bills includes the step of 
preparing] \jie payment from funds in the first deposit 
account is dire cted by directing preparation of a check 
[written] drawn ok [funds in] the first deposit account [of 
the service provide] 



5. (Amended) The metho>si of claim 2j_ wherein [the step of 
paying the plurality odv bills includes the step of 
initiating] the payment frafti funds in the first deposit 
account is ~ directed by di^cting initiation of an 
electronic funds transfer from [funds in] the first deposit 
account [of the service provider] . \ 



(Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the [step of 
transferrin^! transfer of funds [tyo the! deposit account of 



the service proviae^ from each off the identified plurality 
of deposit accounts to tfre^seconp deposit account includes 



[the step of] directing [prepar: 



5aration of a draft 
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[wrrt^ten] drawn on [funds in the] that deposit account 
[represented by a particular consumer's identified deposit 
account numBter ] . 




h| 7. (Amended) The method of claim 3/ wherein the [step of 
transferring] transfer o f ounds [to (the deposit account of 
the service provider] from each^of tn^ identij&jfed plurality 
of deposit accounts to the secondN^epos^ 
[the step of] directing initiation^^Qf [initiating] an 
electronic funds transfer from [funds in theJ that deposit 
account [represented by a particular consumer' s^dentif ied 
deposit account number] 



21. (Amended) An article of manufacture for directing 
payment of bills , comprising: 

a computer readable medium; an i 

computer [software] programmin g 




readable medium^ [, the computer sc 
of instructions directing a comput 
of: ] 

wherein the stored computer p 



to be readable from the computer 



computer to thereby cause the compu 



[receiving] receive, via a 



stored on the computer 
f tware comprising a set 
r to perform the steps 

ogramming is configured 



readable medium by a 



er to operate so as to: 



network, [requests] a 
plurality of instructions to pay a plurality of bills of a 
[particular] merchant on behalf \ of a plurality of 
[particular] consumers; and \ 

[searching a database of deposit! account numbers, each 
representing a respective deposit accbunt maintained at one 
of a plurality of associated financial institutions by a 
plurality of consumers including each! of the plurality of 
particular consumers, to identify Ithe deposit account 
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numbers of the deposit accounts o: 
particular consumers; and, ] 

[paying the plurality of 
n lnra 1 i t~ v of Da ft i r*ii 1 f\ t r*on sinnpT 

J- \Ji X, U J- J- L» V v-/ 4- k-/ CX X. L- .X. La CL -I- n— «■ \J llO LU-IL w 

"i n ^t"riiTnpn t" 1 

±110 O X_ UillCll L» J 

nrnrp^s thp rpppi vprf ■nlii'ra 

jk-» X. v-/ ^ C O O X. ^ -L. v ^ V^l .X, UJ> a . 


each of the plurality of 

bills of each of the 
c; Yiv a ^incrlp financial 

i t*v of i n^tTiipt* i ons at 


other than a node on an ATM/PO 


£! network to generate a 


directive to pay the plurality 0: 


bills on behalf of the 







plurality of consumers by a single {consolidated payment. 





25. (Amended) A system for [paying] 
bills [using a computer], comprising: 

[means for] a first processor configured 



directing payment of 



to 



[receiving] receive, via a network, 
of instructions to pay a plural 
[particular] merchant on behalf 



numbers, each 



[particular] consumers; and 

[a database of deposit aclcount 
representing a respective deposit account maintained at one 
of a plurality of associated financial institutions by a 
plurality of consumers including eaqh of the plurality of 
particular consumers, searchable 



by the computer to 
identify the deposit account numbers of the deposit 
accounts of each of the plurality c|j 
at one of the plurality of 
institutions; ] 

[means for paying the plurality 
the plurality of particular consumers 
instrument] 

a second processor located at 



requests] a plurality 
Lty of bills of a 
of a plurality of 



f particular consumers 
associated financial 

of bills of each of 
by a single financial 



ther than a node of an 



ATM/POS network configured to process the received 
plurality of instructions to generate a directive to pay 
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onsumers by a single consolidated payment 



plurality of bills on Itehalf of the plurality of 



Please add claims 34-61 as follows: 



-34. The methoas^of claim 3, wherein the first and the 

econd deposit accountsXare the same deposit account. 




The method of claim 
gene^ted by a general purpose 



wherein the request is 
network device. 



36. The n^thod of claim >3r^ wjgferein each of the plurality 
of requests \is associated w^th an amount, further 
comprising the stap of; 

processing theXreceived plurality of instructions to 
generate a debit directive to debit each of the associated 
amounts from each of a\plurality of deposit accounts 
associated with each of the plurality of consumers by one 
of a draft, an ACH transfer, and\a charge to a credit card 
associated with the consumer, 



37. The method of claim 36, wherein theN^bit directive 
directs a debit by the ACH transfer. 




38. The article of \manufacture according to claim 21, 
wherein the directive \ to ^ay by the single consolidated 
payment directs a payment \xf be made from funds in a first 
deposit account associate^ with a service provider. 

The^azj^cle of manufacture according to claim 38, 
wherein the paymefrt^from funds in the first deposit account 
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is directed bV directing preparation of a check drawn on 
the first depositVaccount . 



40. The article of\ manufacture according to claim 38, 
wherein the payment from funds in the first deposit account 
is directed by directing initiation of an electronic funds 
transfer from the first deposit account. 



41. The article of manufactur 
wherein the computer programming 
cause the computer to: 

identify a plurality of 
with a respective one of the pi 

direct a transfer of funds 
plurality of deposit accounts 
associated with the service provider 



5 according to claim 38, 
is further readable to 

cjeposit accounts associated 
ufality of consumers; and 

from each of the identified 
tjo a second deposit account 



42v The article of manufacture according to claim 41, 
wherein the transfer of funds from each of the identified 
plurality^s^f deposit accounts to >tfie""^cond deposit account 
includes dir^sting preparation/ of a 'draft drawn on that 
deposit account. 

43. The article of mariuf acture^acco^rdlng to claim. 41, 
wherein the transfer of funcfev from each of the identified 
plurality of deposit accounts to ci^e second deposit account 
includes directing initiation of ^ap electronic funds 
transfer from that deposit account. 



44. The — article of manufacture according to claim 41, 
wherein the f irstlTrrd^the second deposit accounts are the 
same deposit account. 
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according to claim 21, 



45, The article of manufacture 
wherein the request is generated by a general purpose 
network device. 

J 

The article of manufacture according to claim 21, 
wherein each of the plurality of requests is associated 
with ^ payment amount, the computer readable medium is 
further Readable to cause the^ombuter to: 



process the receive 
generate a debit directive t 
amounts from ea^h of a 
associated with eacK of th 



ty of instructions to 
each of the associated 
luralij?^ of deposit accounts 
rality of consumers by one 
of a draft, an ACH transfer, and a charge to a credit card 
associated with the consume 



47. The article of manufacture, according to claim 46, 
wherein the debit directive directed a debit by the ACH 
transfer. 



48 . The^^sys£em according to claim 25, wherein the 
directive to pay by^he jing le consolidated payment directs 
a payment to be made f rc^a^fSnds^iQ^ a first deposit account 
associated with a service provider. 

49. ffre^ system according to claim 48, wherein the payment 
from funds^ip the first deposit account is directed by 
directing prepar^t4on of a check drawn on the first deposit 
account . 




50. The system according to^laim 48, wherein the payment 
from funds in the first deposib^ account is directed by 
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directing initiation of an electronic funds transfer from 
the first deposit "Account . 

51. The system according to claim 48, wherein the second 
processor is further configured to: 

identify a plurality of deposit accounts associated 
with a respective one of the plurality of consumers; and 

direct a transfer of funds from each of the identified 
plurality of deposit accounts to a second deposit account 
associated with the service provider. 

527\ The system according to claim 51, wherein the transfer 
of functe^from each of the identif i^d^plurality of deposit 
accounts to^Nt^he second deposit account/ includes directing 
preparation of a^^raft drawn on tjnat deposit account. 






53. The system according^tQ claim ^5±t — therein the transfer 
of funds from each of the idelvt^Lfied plurality of deposit 
accounts to the second deposit accte^t includes directing 
initiation of an electronic funds transfer from that 
deposit account. 



54. The system according to claim 51, wherein the first 
and the second\deposit accounts are the same deposit 
account . 




~557^— The — & 
and the second processors 



56. The system according to 

a general purpose network 



m 25, wherein the first 
essor . 



aim 25, further including: 
device; 
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wherein the request is 
purpose network device. 



generated by the general 



5tv The system according to claim 25, wherein each of the 
pluraidty of requests is asseCiatTsd with a payment amount, 



the secortsl processor is f 
received plurality of instrJ 
directive to deblbt each of th 



configured to process the 
:ions] to generate a debit 
ass<x;iated amounts from each 




of a plurality of ddppsit accounts associated with each of 
the plurality of consiifc^rs by one of a draft, an ACH 
transfer, and a charge to a credit card associated with the 
consumer. 

58. The system according to claim 57, ^i^erein the debit 
directive directs a debit by the ACH transfer. 

59. A method of paying bills, qomprising the steps of: 
receiving, via a network, a plurality of instructions, 

each instruction generated by a general purpose network 
device, to pay a plurality of bfLlls of a merchant on behalf 
of a plurality of consumers; anc 

processing the received plurality of instructions to 
generate a directive to pay (the plurality of bills on 
behalf of the plurality off consumers by a single 
consolidated payment. 



60. A method of paying bills, /comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality (of instructions to pay a 
plurality of bills of a merch/ant on behalf of a plurality 
of consumers; 

processing the received [plurality of instructions to 
generate a directive to pay the plurality of bills on 
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